
FoxbatSTOL being demonstrated by U K imponer Ray Everitt

Foxbat masterclass
Peter Harlow is the Australian Foxbat agent and newsletter editor. We would like

to reiterate his assertion that the techniques described below were demonstrated
by an expert pilot on an aircraft he designed himself and may not apply to other
types - before you try this yoursell get expert advice!

YURIY Yakovl€v is rhe deslgner ol the
Aeroprakt A22. He is an asrrd winning
aeronaxlical designer rrained by Anronov
An.raft afier he lefr unilcrsriy wLIh an
honours degree rn a.rodynami.s.

Apaft lron his a€ronauri.s edu.arional
cred€nrials, 'luriy is also a superb pilor,
wuh a brace of European microljshMles
to his cr€dLr. as \1tlL as a raft ol other pr
loring awards. He has seleraL rhousand
hours ot flying experience in rhe A22 and
rL was wtrh great delight rhar I acceptedan
oller to go flying wlrh hin at Aeroprakfs
or'r NalLvalkovla airfield near Kie!:

Ir e'as a hor sunn], drr early inJuly
iemp.rature in the Low 30s, wrlh harcllr
a breath of wind ure \tre flying in one
oI the A.roprakr clubs yelloir A22LS air-
.rafr. firted irith twin yoke controls and
.enrre rhro(le. rersonalb'. I like the stick
conrol bur Yuriy rells me thai almosr 8010

ol cu.renr lacmry orders arr tor rh. yoke

rve mok ofl aud flerv a )ong lazy lig-
u.e of eighr o\tr rhe lush Ukraine coun-
tryside Yuriy is clearly a nalural pilol:
from rake ofl roli ro sdaighi and te\tl, the
shp ball didnl move a millimerre tiom irs
cenlral posirion lle handed oter ro ne
and we conunued to eqoy rhe afrernoon
air, uhich se€med redarkably smooth at

rer Ausrralian slics, and consrdering the
hrgh rsh lenperarure

Th€n came som€ lak€ ofis and land
ings on Nalilaykovka s g.ass run$'ay 29.

Short take-offs
Ihis rip is Fell known io bush prlots:
no [ap, apply brakes and bui]d power to
lull Release the brak.s and (on rh€ A22)
a! about 30kr indi.ated, smoorhiy and
firmly pull on IulL flap The aircrali will
La\t the ground immedialeLy. HoLd a lercl
flyinsallnude at abour 20ft and illo$ rhe
speed io build ro 1t'501t, start climbLng
and slowll, renove the flap untilyou r€a.h
first stage, then conome ro .linb out at
around 55kr Using this method, lvLrh
rw. .l ns on b.,rd rve were 2irborn. in
50 60m. And this was a $'arm day

Landing techniques
Apaft lrom rhe usual short-field landing
r€chniques,lile using power and tullflap
to keep your approach spe.d as slorv as

salely possibte. Yuriy demonsdated a cou
ple ol oiher landing rricks'.

First. as soon as theDrainirheels are on
the ground. remort all flap to get Lid ol
lilr and rhe.elore pLrt all rhe weighi on the
frainwheels Then )ou .an brake nuch
harder and srop much shorrer rhan $'hen
ihe flap is srill down and giving lilt.

se.ond. and this is mor€ ol a satery fea

iure lor the ]\22. Yuriy sho$ed ne one ol
his parry pieces. We approached n land at
a lirite under 50lt N,ith one stage ol flap.
As rve approached the rhreshold, he ler
elled out at about 15lt and appLied sone
porrer to keep us l\ing lei€l He then
look his hands off rhe conrrols. .nsrred
&. aircraft was stabl€, and prtled rhe
po$rr back to idle \{rith no ]oke control
input ar all andlLrn a lolrch of iudder rc
counr€ra( rhe pos€r-off swing, rhe A22
dropped gently on to the runiray, Landing
mainlheeLs firsl.jusr as LI shouLdl Ir was
astrange l€eling. . next, ny turn.

Afrer four or five attempts, I was begin
ning !o ge! rhe hang ol rhis rype ol land
ing In tact, nost ot rhe problens I had
{ere down ro my oveNhelm,ng insiincr
ro plll ba.k on rhe )oke, and flare in rhe
nonnaL wa). ft drdnt cause anfhing dan-
geroxs. just untidied rhe Landing. $'hich
the aircraft seened io be perlecdy capable
of compl.ting by trself.

I mustsuess ro all arcraft os,ners tha!
this le.hnique was denonsEated !o me
by a very expedenced prlot and hsruc'
ror, ninr an airc.aft he designed hinsell,
the A22 Foxbat. whedrer this $'orks on
anyotheraircraft I ha!. noidea. Yox Iryir


